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      News and Prayer    

Staff News 
 

In October Marsha Custodio joined the CCM team, work-

ing as the Social Worker for the Homeless. We are thankful 

to God for answering our prayers for a new Social Worker. 

Please pray that we can find two more Social Workers, one 

for the Community and one for the Homes.  

 

In December we said farewell to Joy Putal. She 

has been working as the EAP Sponsorship Co-

ordinator for over three years. Joy was originally 

one of the first CCM children. She married Louie 

Berongoy, a member of San Pedro Reformed 

Baptist Church in December. We pray that the 

Lord will richly bless this couple. Hazel Luching 

will be taking over the job of EAP Sponsorship Co-ordinator.  

 

We are thankful that our EAP Director, Cathy Gacutan has had the 

opportunity to take part in the three UK CCM Focus days in November.  

Please give thanks… 
 

 For God’s goodness in sustain-

ing CCM for another year 

 For Marsha and Hazel, new staff 

in the Notre Dame Office 

 For the conversion of Angelyn 

and for other CCM Homes teens 

who are professing faith in our 

Lord Jesus 

 For the UK CCM Focus days 

Please pray…  
 

 For our need of two more Social 

Workers 

 That construction of the Boys 

Home will go to plan 

 For the continuing relief opera-

tions in Tacloban 

 For the conversion of those in 

the Homes and Communities 

with whom we work 
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We thank God for His goodness and faithfulness to us 

through another year. The families in the Communi-

ties, Homes and staff all enjoyed the End of Year cel-

ebrations in December. We are also thankful to our 

brothers and sisters in the Philippines and abroad for 

your continued support and prayers for the work here 

in Manila. To God be the glory!  

 End of Year activities 

Marsha 

Joy Hazel 



 

       CCM Focus Days 

The aim was simple: to ‘show people CCM’. We sought to do this through 

3 regional Focus Days. We thank God for His help with this new venture. 

We are grateful to the 230 or so people who attended across the 3 days. 
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Each Saturday ran from 11-4pm. 

We sought to take people on a 

journey to the Philippines through: 
 

 31 videos 

 3 skype calls to Manila 

 436 slides 

 1 full size slum house  

 1 scale model of the homes 

 A number of interactive displays 
 

Cathy (EAP director) and Virgie 

(former Homes Director) gave the 

majority of the presentations. They 

helped us focus on what God is 

doing through CCM, and what life 

is like for those we help. 

 

It wasn’t all easy - some parts 

were difficult to listen to and made 

us wish the stories weren’t true. 

However at other points we could 

feel a sense of praise as God’s 

power was so clearly illustrated 

through stories of changed lives. 

Each day ended with a thanksgiv-

ing service. 



 

 “Sharing the Wonderful Work of Jesus in   my life.”

When did you come to CCM? 

I was 8 years old when my grandmother 

brought me to CCM. My parents had sepa-

rated and my mother had gone to work 

abroad. She left me with my grandmother 

but she was old and could not provide for 

me - we had no house.  

 

How did you feel to begin with? 

I remember crying each night. I missed my 

grandmother. I couldn’t understand why I 

had been left with strangers. As I grew up 

my House Parents kept telling me that it is 

God’s grace and that God has a better plan 

for me. I can see this now but at the time it 

was really hard. In the end I got used to it. 

 

What did you enjoy most living in the Homes? 

I enjoyed being able to eat three good meals a day! I was always happy 

when my grandmother came to visit me. I was so glad to go to school 

and graduate from college with a degree in Fine Arts and Industrial Man-

agement. Other girls sometimes ran away but I never did. I knew that if 

I wasn’t in CCM I couldn’t finish my edu-

cation. 

 

What did you find hard living in the 

Homes? 

There were times I really longed to just 

have a normal family. I sometimes looked 

at my classmates and envied the lives 

they had.  

 

So you came to live in the CCM 

Homes and there you were able to 

hear the Word of God... 

Yes I soon became very used to the 

teaching. I didn’t look forward to Sundays 

as we had to go to church and sit for a 

long time trying not to fall asleep. We 
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Angelyn stayed in the CCM Homes for 15 years. Here she tells 

about her life in the Homes and how she came to saving faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Angelyn, aged 13, helping to 

cook dinner 

Angelyn when she first 

came to CCM 



 

in   my life.” 

also had devotions every evening. I would just be waiting for them to finish. 

I really didn't understand the advantage for us in always listening to God’s 

Word. I came to the point though when I was in High School that I longed 

to know more about God. I didn’t feel at all content. I had so many ques-

tions I wanted answers to. By the time I was in college I started trusting 

God and His works for my life by talking to Him everywhere. Praising Him 

when something was good and asking for help when I was in trouble. But 

when I graduated from college my housemothers reminded me success 

wasn’t important if I didn’t have God with me. I needed to repent and put 

my faith in Him. I felt angry because I thought that as long as I knew I was 

trusting Him I would be okay. After graduating as soon as I had the chance 

I left CCM.  

 

What happened when you left CCM? 

Well I finally had my freedom - I could do what I thought would make me 

happy. I still thought that trusting in His providence alone was enough. I 

enjoyed my job and my new colleagues but then the company closed. My 

mother had an illness and I had to try to find a new job and a place for us to 

stay. I felt alone and in the dark but God still helped me and provided for 

me what I needed and guided me back to Him.  

 

Tell us about how you came to the Lord in repentance and faith? 

One day I was alone in my room and I examined myself. I‘d finished study-

ing and had a good career ahead of me, I had got what I wanted but why 

wasn’t I pleased with my life? I felt empty and 

burdened and still didn’t feel content. I asked 

myself “Is this how God works to save a sin-

ner?”. Suddenly I found myself crying and 

speaking back to Him and begging for for-

giveness. I cried hard as I realised that I was 

a great sinner and was unworthy of any of His 

goodness and mercy to me. I realized that He 

had still been there guiding me despite the 

things I had done. He had let me see that 

there is no real pleasure in the earthly things 

unlike ceaseless riches in heaven.  

 

What happened next? 

I went back to church the next Sunday. I 

prayed for courage to express and share to 

everyone the wonderful work of Jesus in my 

life. I was baptised in October 2014 and be-

came a member. I always praise God for His 

wonderful works and mercies to me. 
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Angelyn was baptised & has 

become a member of CRBC  



 

          Typhoon Haiyan One Year On 
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Typhoon Haiyan left over 7,000 people dead or 

missing. A year after this terrible tragedy things 

have begun to get back to normal, but the scars 

are still evident. 

There are still great physical and spiritual needs. 

CCM is seeking to meet both. 

As this goes to print another large typhoon 

‘Hagupit’ is just hitting the Philippines. Please pray 

for this situation. More news to follow next issue. 



 

 A Survivor’s Story 

The task for our team was to sur-

vey 5000 recipients before the dis-

tribution of Christmas groceries.  

Many of the survivors of Typhoon 

Haiyan retold their stories as we 

visited their homes.  

One lady, Manang Mila vividly re-

called what happened... She and 

her husband were awakened by 

the sound of water. She thought it 

was just a dream, but by the time 

she stood up the water was chest 

deep. When she opened the door, 

more water came into the room. It 

was utter darkness. When they 

were able to get out of the house, 

they were already swimming. She 

heard her daughter calling for 

help. Her husband helped her to 

the nearest tree and then swam to 

their daughter’s house which was 

about 3 meters away. After some 

minutes they came back, her 

granddaughter clinging to her 

daughter. The water was still ris-

ing. They then swam to an uproot-

ed tree and climbed up. Her 

granddaughter slipped and fell into 

the flowing water. Her daughter 

quickly grabbed the hood the child 

was wearing. She said that it was 

as if grabbing her from the mo-

ment of sure death if the girl had 

fallen.  

They were then able to climb onto 

the roof, crying and hoping that 

someone would help them. They 

couldn’t see anything in the dark-

ness but they heard people shout-

ing for help. Morning came and 

they were stunned, the water was 

still very high and everything was 

devastated. She cried even more, 

thankful that her family was safe.  

One year on, Mila and thousands 

of families like hers are still picking 

up the pieces. She said that “we 

are well, just making use of what 

we have”. The trauma brought by 

Typhoon Haiyan is still very much 

there.  

Nona shares her experience of joining CCM’s relief team visiting 

communities worst affected by last year’s Typhoon Haiyan. 

Thanks to the financial donations re-

ceived, we were able to pack and dis-

tribute 5000 bags of Christmas food 

gifts and 5000 Waray Bibles. (Waray 

is the local language.) Pastors 

preached the gospel each time before 

the bags were distributed. Please pray 

that the Bibles that have gone into 

these homes will be read and that the 

Lord will be pleased to draw many to 

Himself. Arrangements have already 

been made to hold Bible Studies in 

some of the areas where the dis-

tributions took place. 
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      Ready to begin building! 

 Addresses for more information: 

UK Treasurer  
(for all financial matters) 
Mrs Angela Green 
Netherfold, Heath Road, Woolpit 
Bury St. Edmunds, IP30 9RU 
01359 241713 
uktreasurer@ccmmanila.org  
 

UK Registered Charity Number: 1084104 
 
 
 

USA Treasurer  
(for all financial matters) 
Mr. Aaron Schavey 
55754 Nursery Ave, 
Mishawaka, IN 46545, USA 
usatreasurer@ccmmanila.org  
 
 

Website: www.ccmmanila.org 

Email: info@ccmmanila.org 

After many faithful prayers, generous donations and fund raising activi-

ties, we are ready to begin the building of a new Boys’ Home.  

We encountered a number of problems with the original design and ar-

chitect, so a new plan has been drawn up. (See below) This is a simpler 

design and rather than waiting for all the money needed we plan to con-

struct the building in stages. Please pray for the construction due to 

begin in January. We still need to raise about £38,000 or $60,000 to 

complete the project but we are thankful that God has provided us with 

sufficient funds for the main structure. In the proposed new Home there 

will be room to look after up to 24 boys and accommodate their house-

parents. Thank you for your prayers and support for this big project.   

UK Sponsorship Secretary  
(for sponsorship queries) 
Miss Becky Goodman 
8 Bank Road 
Lancaster, LA1 2DG 
01524 380664 
uksponsorship@ccmmanila.org  

USA Sponsorship Secretary  
(for sponsorship queries) 
Mrs. Ashton Hueni 
724 S. East St. 
Bremen, IN 46506, USA 
usasponsorship@ccmmanila.org  

New proposed Boys’ Home 
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